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Working Relationship Commitments


The following scriptures are some examples of scriptural teaching about working relationships between believers. We urge those who study this document to read and ponder the scriptures listed before going on to the commitments listed below. The references matched with the commitments themselves are also mere samples of supportive scriptures.

Psalm 133

1 How good and pleasant it is 

when brothers live together in unity! 

2 It is like precious oil poured on the head, 

running down on the beard, 

running down on Aaron’s beard, 

down upon the collar of his robes. 

3 It is as if the dew of Hermon 

were falling on Mount Zion. 

For there the LORD bestows his blessing, 

   even life forevermore. 

Matthew 5

21 “You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘Do not murder, and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.’  22 But I tell you that anyone who is angry with his brother will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says to his brother, ‘Raca,’ is answerable to the Sanhedrin. But anyone who says, ‘You fool!’ will be in danger of the fire of hell. 
23 “Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something against you,  24 leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to your brother; then come and offer your gift. 

25 “Settle matters quickly with your adversary who is taking you to court. Do it while you are still with him on the way, or he may hand you over to the judge, and the judge may hand you over to the officer, and you may be thrown into prison.  26 I tell you the truth, you will not get out until you have paid the last penny. 

Matthew 7

“Do not judge, or you too will be judged.  2 For in the same way you judge others, you will be judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you. 
3 “Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye?  4 How can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when all the time there is a plank in your own eye?  5 You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye. 

Matthew 12

36 But I tell you that men will have to give account on the day of judgment for every careless word they have spoken.  37 For by your words you will be acquitted, and by your words you will be condemned.” 

Matthew 18:15-19

15 “If your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault, just between the two of you. If he listens to you, you have won your brother over.  16 But if he will not listen, take one or two others along, so that ‘every matter may be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.’  17 If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, treat him as you would a pagan or a tax collector. 
18 “I tell you the truth, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 

19 “Again, I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything you ask for, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven.  20 For where two or three come together in my name, there am I with them.” 

John 17

9 I pray for them. I am not praying for the world, but for those you have given me, for they are yours.  10 All I have is yours, and all you have is mine. And glory has come to me through them.  11 I will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name—the name you gave me—so that they may be one as we are one.  12 While I was with them, I protected them and kept them safe by that name you gave me. None has been lost except the one doomed to destruction so that Scripture would be fulfilled. 
13 “I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, so that they may have the full measure of my joy within them.  14 I have given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I am of the world.  15 My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one.  16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of it.  17 Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth.  18 As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world.  19 For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified. 

20 “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message,  21 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.  22 I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one:  23 I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. 
Romans 12

9 Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good.  10 Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves.  11 Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord.  12 Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.  13 Share with God’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality. 
14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse.  15 Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn.  16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position. Do not be conceited. 

17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everybody.  18 If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.  19 Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord.  20 On the contrary: 

“If your enemy is hungry, feed him; 

if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. 

In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.” 

21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 
Romans 14

7 For none of us lives to himself alone and none of us dies to himself alone.  8 If we live, we live to the Lord; and if we die, we die to the Lord. So, whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord. 

9 For this very reason, Christ died and returned to life so that he might be the Lord of both the dead and the living.  10 You, then, why do you judge your brother? Or why do you look down on your brother? For we will all stand before God’s judgment seat.  11 It is written: 

”‘As surely as I live,’ says the Lord, 

‘every knee will bow before me; 

every tongue will confess to God.’” 

12 So then, each of us will give an account of himself to God. 

13 Therefore let us stop passing judgment on one another. Instead, make up your mind not to put any stumbling block or obstacle in your brother’s way. 

Romans 15

We who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the weak and not to please ourselves.  2 Each of us should please his neighbor for his good, to build him up.  3 For even Christ did not please himself but, as it is written: “The insults of those who insult you have fallen on me.”  4 For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. 

5 May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit of unity among yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus,  6 so that with one heart and mouth you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7 Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God. 

1 Corinthians 13

4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.  5 It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.  6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.  7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 8 Love never fails.

Ephesians 4:1-6

As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received.  2 Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love.  3 Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.  4 There is one body and one Spirit— just as you were called to one hope when you were called—  5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism;  6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. 

Ephesians 4 & 5

29 Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen.  30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.  31 Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of malice.  32 Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you. Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children  2 and live a life of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 
Ephesians 5

15 Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise,  16 making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil.  17 Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord’s will is.  18 Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit.  19 Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord,  20 always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

21 Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. 

1 Thessalonians 5 TNIV

11 Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing.  12 Now we ask you, brothers and sisters, to acknowledge those who work hard among you, who care for you in the Lord and who admonish you. 13 Hold them in the highest regard in love because of their work. Live in peace with each other. 14 And we urge you, brothers and sisters, warn those who are idle and disruptive, encourage the disheartened, help the weak, be patient with everyone. 15 Make sure that nobody pays back wrong for wrong, but always strive to do what is good for each other and for everyone else. 

2 Timothy 2:

22 Flee the evil desires of youth, and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, along with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart.  23 Don’t have anything to do with foolish and stupid arguments, because you know they produce quarrels.  24 And the Lord’s servant must not quarrel; instead, he must be kind to everyone, able to teach, not resentful.  25 Those who oppose him he must gently instruct, in the hope that God will grant them repentance leading them to a knowledge of the truth,  26 and that they will come to their senses and escape from the trap of the devil, who has taken them captive to do his will. 

Hebrews 13 TNIV

17 Have confidence in your leaders and submit to their authority, because they keep watch over you as those who must give an account. Do this so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no benefit to you. 

James 3

17 But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere.  18 Peacemakers who sow in peace raise a harvest of righteousness. 

1 Peter 2

13 Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every authority instituted among men: whether to the king, as the supreme authority,  14 or to governors, who are sent by him to punish those who do wrong and to commend those who do right.  15 For it is God’s will that by doing good you should silence the ignorant talk of foolish men.  16 Live as free men, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as servants of God.  17 Show proper respect to everyone: Love the brotherhood of believers, fear God, honor the king. 
1 Peter 5

To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder, a witness of Christ’s sufferings and one who also will share in the glory to be revealed:  2 Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, serving as overseers—not because you must, but because you are willing, as God wants you to be; not greedy for money, but eager to serve;  3 not lording it over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock.  4 And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that will never fade away. 
5 Young men, in the same way be submissive to those who are older. All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, because, 

“God opposes the proud 

but gives grace to the humble.” 

6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time.  7 Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you. 

8 Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.  9 Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings. 

I John 4

7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God.  8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love.  9 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him.  10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.  11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.  12 No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us. 

13 We know that we live in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit.  14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world.  15 If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in him and he in God.  16 And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. 

God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him.  17 In this way, love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment, because in this world we are like him.  18 There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love. 

19 We love because he first loved us.  20 If anyone says, “I love God,” yet hates his brother, he is a liar. For anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen.  21 And he has given us this command: Whoever loves God must also love his brother. 

In light of the teaching of God’s word, we commit ourselves to honouring God and one another in our relationships. Specifically, we are committed to the following:


· Godly attitudes towards one another
We will not harbour negative, judgmental attitudes about one another (Eph 4:31; 1 Cor 13:5).
We choose such attitudes as compassion, empathy, patience, love, forgiveness, and humility (Eph 4:2, 29-5:2; Rom 14:10; 1 Cor 13:4-8; 1 Pet 5:6-8).


· Godly actions towards one another
We will treat each other with respect, kindness, and consideration in a spirit of humility and cooperation (Eph 4:1-6; Eph 5:22; Rom 12:16; 1 Cor 13:4-8; Jas 3:17-18).

· Godly conversation about one another

· We will not criticize one another, gossip about one another or slander one another. That is, we will be careful not to share judgmental information with someone, even a friend, about another person (Eph 4:29-30; Rom 12:14; 14:10-13).

· Definitions:

· Criticize—find fault, judge disapprovingly
· Gossip—repeat idle talk and rumours about the private affairs of others
· Slander—utter a false statement that is damaging to a third person’s character or reputation
· We recognize that such negative talk provides people with information they are not supposed to have and therefore with differences between them and others which they cannot resolve (Matt 18:15).
· We will speak with an individual with whom we have a difference (See Godly resolution of disagreements below) not about him or her to others. If we require counsel about how to speak with the individual, we will confide in our supervisor. Such a conversation must be solution-oriented and be kept in the strictest confidence. When we seek counsel for help in resolving a situation or relationship, we recognize that we are making ourselves accountable to the confidante to work toward solutions (Eph 5:21).

· We will ask someone who is speaking to us negatively about another person to stop and to work out their difference with the person in question (Matt 18:15-19).
· A supervisor is not bound to hold such conversation in confidence but may require the person speaking negatively to speak directly to the person being criticized. The supervisor may be present for this conversation if that is advisable (Heb 13:17). 
· Godly authority & accountability 

· Regardless of position or role in the body of Christ, we will gladly cooperate with and submit to each other out of reverence for Christ (Eph 5:21).

· We will seek to build trust between ourselves and others because we know that relationships involving authority and accountability work best in an environment of mutual confidence (1 Thess. 5:11-13).

· We recognize that we all must give direct account to God (Rom 14:7-12).

· We will use our authority to support, pray for, and empower the work of those who report to us, while holding them accountable and representing the best interests of the church (1 Thess 5:11-12; Heb 13:17; 1 Pet 5:1-4).

· We recognize the responsibility of supervisors to objectively and lovingly evaluate the work of those who report to them for the good of the individual and the ministry (Hebrews 13:17).

· Since we are all under authority, we will only speak respectfully of those to whom we are accountable and will gladly give account of our work 
(1 Thess 5:12-13; Heb 13:17; 1 Pet 5:5).

· Godly resolution of disagreements

· If we cannot leave a concern with God in prayer so that it does not affect the enjoyment of our work, our personal well-being, the well-being of our church, or our work relationship with another person, we will seek to resolve it with the people involved.

· We will prayerfully seek first to understand others and then to be understood by them.

· We will work through differences as soon as possible (Matt 5:23-26; Eph 4:26-27).

· We will seek to keep the circle of those who know about the offence as small as possible (Matt 18:15).

· We agree that the onus is on both the offender and the offended to initiate reconciliation (Matt 5:23-24; Matt 18:15).

· We are all responsible to encourage each other to be reconciled with others (1 Thess 5:14-15).

· If something must be confronted, we will raise it with the person with whom we disagree. Usually this will be one-on-one between the two of us (Matt 18:15).
· If the difference is resolved, it is finished (Matt 18:15).
· If it is not resolved for either person, he or she is to communicate that to the other. The individuals are then to bring in their supervisor(s) to meet with them to help resolve it. As an alternative, the individuals and supervisor may agree on an independent mediator (Matt 18:16).
· If after prayer and personal thought, we are unclear if the difference should be confronted or not or if we are unclear about how to confront the difference, we will seek the counsel of our supervisor. We will not seek the counsel of friends because this would widen the circle.

· The supervisor may advise us not to talk with the person, may clarify how to talk with the person, or may accompany us to talk with the person.
· When the supervisor is to accompany the confronter, he or she will first obtain the agreement of the other individual and his or her supervisor. 
· Both supervisors will be present and will assist in arriving at resolution.
· If the issue is with the supervisor and attempts to talk it through have been unsuccessful, either party may appeal to the person(s) to whom the supervisor reports.
· We recognize the elders as our final place of appeal.
· If it has been necessary to bring in a supervisor as mediator, we will document our reconciliation agreement in a written covenant. 

I have read and agree to live by these commitments.
_____________________________

________________________
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